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STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Area  ...  ...  9,543  Acres 


Inhabited  Houses:  1941  4,495 

1942  4,495 

1943  4,497 

Rateable  Value:  1941  £69,776 

1942  £67,741 

1943  £67,741 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  : 1941  ...  £252  6s.  Od. 

1942  ...  £243  4s.  Id. 

1943  ...  £243  Os.  Od. 


The  Surgery, 

Abercarn. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1943. 

Owing  to  War  conditions  many  features  which  used  to  be 
reported  have  been  omitted  and  essential  matters  and  statistics  only 
have  been  included. 

The  health  of  the  Urban  District  was  exceptionally  good,  and 
the  number  of  infectious  and  notifiable  cases  are  slightly  above  last 
year.  They  compare  favourably  with  previous  years. 

Immunisaticn. 

With  regard  to  Diphtheria,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  all  the 
cases  notified  during  the  year  had  not  received  Immunisation  Treat- 
ment, although  the  benefits  derived  from  the  Treatment  had  been 
extensively  advertised  throughout  the  Council’s  Area.  The  number 
of  children  who  received  Treatment  during  the  year  was 

1 — 5 years  316 

5 years  and  over,  but  under  15  years  ...  164 

The  total  number  of  children  Immunised  up  to  the  31st 
December,  1943,  was 

1 — 5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,114 

5 years  and  over,  but  under  15  years  ...  2,362 

Tuberculosis. 

37  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis — 30  Pulmonary  and  7 non- 
Pulmonary — were  reported,  which  together  with  58  old  cases  on  the 
Register  makes  a total  of  95  cases.  15  deaths  occurred  during  the 
year,  one  of  which  was  Tubercular  Meningitis. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent  than  last  year;  24  cases  were 
reported  in  1943  against  5 cases  in  1942.  Measles,  with  188  cases 
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mostly  very  young  children,  was  rather  high.  Whooping  Cough  and 
Pneumonia  remained  at  the  average  of  previous  years.  Altogether, 
there  was  no  serious  epidemic,  the  comparative  figures  will  be  shown 
in  the  statistical  tables. 

1 think  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  that  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  War  the  general  health  of  the  District  continued  to  be 
good.  The  distribution  of  Fruit  Juices  to  young  children  and  the 
excellent  supervision  of  babies  at  the  Clinics  has  contributed  to  the 
good  health  of  the  young. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  derived  mainly  from  the  Water  Board  s main 
reservoir  has  been  constant  and  of  an  excellent  quality. 

The  subsidiary  tanks  and  reservoirs  supply  part  of  the  District 
with  a good  service  of  pure  water  and  only  a few  dwelling  houses 
in  isolated  parts  of  the  Council’s  Area  are  dependent  upon  spring 
water.  Wherever  it  has  been  possible  your  Officers  have  enforced 
the  installation  of  a water  service  from  the  main  supply. 

Scavenging. 

The  work  of  scavenging  is  still  cairied  out  by  two  Contractors. 
The  service  would  probably  be  more  efficiently  done  if  it  were  done 
by  direct  labour  with  constant  supervision  by  your  Officers. 

Promiscuous  tipping  of  household  refuse  throughout  the  District 
gives  rise  to  considerable  anxiety  for  the  health  of  the  people  which 
is  menaced  by  this  deplorable  practice.  It  provides  breeding  places 
for  flies  and  gives  the  District  an  untidy  and  uncared  for  appearance. 
I am  informed  that  the  people  complain  they  cannot  obtain  utensils 
for  the  storage  of  refuse.  If  this  is  so,  I would  respectfully  suggest 
that  proper  Sanitary  refuse  bins  should  be  provided  at  a suitable 
charge,  also  that  a daily  Scavenging  service  should  be  instituted 
at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Housing. 

Owing  to  the  War,  housing  conditions  are  very  much  over- 
crowded due  to  families  returning  to  their  relatives  and  young 
people  marrying.  In  fact,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  more 
people  occupying  apartments  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  new  houses  are  provided  that 
people  living  in  overcrowded  and  unfit  houses  will  be  given  first 
consideration. 

1 understand  that  there  are  about  150  unfit  houses  already 
scheduled,  and  no  doubt  many  more  should  be  surveyed  and  placed 
in  this  category. 

Evacuees. 

About  150  Evacuees  now  remain  in  the  District;  their  general 
health  has  improved  and  the  Scabie  trouble  has  been  tackled  and 
almost  overcome. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 

There  has  been  no  extension  of  Sewers  in  the  District  during  the 
year. 

The  Sewer  at  Station  Road,  Crumlin,  was  damaged  owing  to 
subsidence;  this  necessitated  repairs.  All  sewers  in  the  Crumlin 
district  have  to  be  continually  inspected  for  similar  trouble. 

Drains  are  put  in  order  immediately  any  stoppages  or  breakages 
are  found. 

It  is  hoped  that  Sewers  will  be  laid  at 
Graig  Bungalows,  Cwmcarn, 

Brachty  Villas,  Croespenmaen, 

Pentrepoed  and  The  Pant,  Newbridge, 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  have  taken  over  the  supervision  and 
control  of  Rodent  Disinfestation  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
Urban  Areas,  and  it  is  now  the  responsibility  of  occupiers  of  land 
and  premises  to  report  the  presence  of  rats.  Modern  methods  of 
destruction  by  poison  is  employed  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 
Poison  baits  are  placed  at  the  Refuse  Tips,  Canal  and  River  Banks 
regularly,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  deal  with  complaints  as  they 
are  received. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  paper  and  other  waste  materials  has  been  kept 
up,  and  the  materials  collected  has  helped  to  keep  the  District 
cleaner  in  many  respects. 

Rainfall. 

Recorded  at  the  Abercarn  Cemetery. 

Height  above  sea  level  ...  ...  592.9  feet. 

1943  1942  1941  1940 

Total  depths  ...  54.27  57.12  50.62  53.91 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

I he  following  statistical  tables  show  the  general  vital  circum- 
stances of  the  District,  also  information  which  will  prove  interesting 
to  those  interested  in  the  well  being  of  the  residents. 

BIRTHS. 

1943  1942  1941  1940 

. 221  323  310  323 

II  10  9 10 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total  ... 


232 


333 


319 


333 


Male 

...  120 

172 

178 

173 

Females 

1 1.2 

161 

141 

160 

Total 

232 

333 

319 

333 

Live  Birth  Rate — 

Abercarn  ... 

12.88 

18.5 

15.2 

18.36 

Stillbirths — 

Legitimate 

13 

8 

11 

15 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

* 

— 

Total 

14 

8 

11 

16 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

Abercarn  ... 

1,000  of  the  population — 

0.77  0.44 

0.61 

0.88 

/ 

Males 

DEATHS. 

116 

126 

125 

155 

Females 

89 

95 

83 

119 

Total 

205 

• 

221 

208 

274 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population- 

Abercarn  ...  ...  ...  11.4 

11.7 

1 1.2 

15.11 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1943. 


M. 

F. 

1942 

ALL  CAUSES 

116 

89 

M. 

F. 

7 

9 

1 

Pneumonia 

13 

7 

4 

4 

2 

Bronchitis 

14 

5 

4 

8 

3 

Infantile  Diseases 

7 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Cerebral  Apoplexy 

6 

3 

— 

2 

5 

Cancer  (Breast) 



5 

6 

2 

6 

Cancer  (Stomach) 

3 

3 

5 

1 

7 

Cancer  (Other  Sites) 

6 

9 

— 

— 

8 

Pulmonary  Embolism 

2 

45 

27 

9 

Disease  of  Heart 

22 

19 

1 

— 

10 

Meningitis  (Tubercular) 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Meningitis  (Pneumoccal) 



1 

10 

7 

12 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

9 

6 

1 1 

3 

13 

Senility 

7 

9 

— 

— 

14 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

6 

9 

— 

— 

15 

Enlarged  Prostrate  . . . 

2 



— 

16 

Diphtheria 

2 

5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1943 — Continued. 


M. 

F. 

1 

2 

17 

Appendicitis  ... 

2 



— 

— 

18 

Silicosis 

2 



— 

— 

19 

Exhaustion 

3 



4 

6 

20 

Other  Diseases 

2 

2 

1 

I 

21 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

— 

22 

Mining  Accidents 

5 



2 

1 

23 

Other  Accidents 

1 



1 

1 

24 

Paralysis 

1 

1 

3 

1 

25 

Blood  Poisoning 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

\ 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 
Number  of  deaths  under  one  year: 


1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

Boys 

... 

...  . 13 

9 

14 

20 

Girls 

... 

7 

1 1 

8 

17 

Total 

...  20 

20 

22 

37 

The  causes  of  infant  deaths  at  various  ages  are  given  below  : — 

I 

Weeks.  Months. 

12  3 4 Total  3 6 9 12  Total 

Convulsions  ...  ...  — — — 3 3 I I 1 — 

Cardiac  Failure  ...  — I — — I — — — — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  — — — — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  — — — 1 

Prematurity  ...  ...  3 — — — 

Septicaemia  ...  ...  I — — — 

Cerebal  Haemorrhage  — 2 — — 

Morbis  Corbus  ...  — * — I — 


1 2 1 — — 3 


4314  12  422  — 8 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 

ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUP. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


Total 

Total 

Cases 

Admitted 

Total 

1942. 

Diseases 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

10 

Diphtheria  ... 

14 

10 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

— 

— 

26 

Pneumonia 

30 

1 

20 

115 

Measles 

...  173 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

— 

— 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

— 

— 

34 

Tuberculosis 

40 

17 

15 

300 

28 

37 

1941  ... 

...  414 

23 

36 

1942  ... 

...  218 

6 

37 

ACUTE  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

DEATHS. 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  19 

8 

3 

28 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  20 

16 

18 

20 

Other  Forms  ...  - ...  2 

2 

5 

5 

41  26 

CANCER.  DEATHS. 

26 

45 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

Males  ...  ...  ...  8 

11 

6 

7 

Females  ...  ...  ...  15 

7 

9 

4 

— i 

i 

_ 

23 

18 

15 

11 

— . 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1943. 


r 


SUMMARY. 

Non- 


Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Total 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total  Cases  on  Register  as  at 

31-12-1942  

20 

25 

9 

17 

71 

New  Cases  ... 

20 

10 

4 

6 

40 

40 

35 

13 

23 

111 

Deaths  t.. 

8 

6 

— 

i 

15 

32 

29 

13 

22 

96 

Removed  from  District  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total  Cases  on  Register  as  at 

22 

95 

31-12-43  

32 

28 

13 

Deaths,  Recoveries  and  New  Cases  reported  for  the  past 

Four  Years. 


New  Cases  ... 
Deaths 

Recovered  ... 


1943  1942 

40  32 

15  19 

— 7 


Admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  1943 


1941 

22 

11 


1940 

33 

19 


8 


17 


\ 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  PAST  FOUR  YEARS. 


Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia  ... 

Meningitis 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Measles 

Tuberculosis 

Erysipelas 

Enceph.  Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatoru  m 

Para-Typhoid 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Chicken  Pox 

Total  ... 


35 

5 

27 

24 

14 

10 

27 

19 

30 

26 

41 

3 

8 

1 

1 

— 

2 



3 

6 

5 

173 

115 

271 

315 

40 

34 

21 

33 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

7 

20 

20 

— 

19 

— 

14 

— 

320 

218 

427 

410 

Analysis  of  Cases  Notified — In  Age  Groups. 


U 

a?  ; 

T5  <M 

« I 
Pi  i 


oil  o 


iO 

I 


r—i 

1 


I 

O 


o 

CT 


1 


in 

I 


io 

CD 


iO 


m 

CD 


O 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Enteric  Fever  ... 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Enceph.  Lethargica 
Dysentry 
Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 
Measles 
Meningitis 
Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox  ... 


28 

I 


11 


29 

1 

3 

3 


34 

4 

1 

6 


24 

1 


I 

29 


10 


14  5 


8 


14 

35 

30 


173 

I 

40 

7 

19 


Total  ... 


1942 

1941 


1 4 | 20 | 45 | 47 1 54 1 38 [ 46 | 25 | 8|  2 | 13 1 8|  320 


19 | 38 | 27 | 45 | 24 | 13 
22|35|54|42|61|125 


10|  7 1 1 0 1 9 1 10 1 6|  218 
29 1 12 1 22 1 101 131  31  428 


J.  DUNLOP,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.), 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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1 beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1943. 

Housing. 

General  repairs  to  houses  have  been  carried  out  with  very  little 
trouble  during  the  year.  Most  house  Owners  were  ready  to  have  the 
repairs  done  upon  receipt  of  informal  notice.  The  tables  will  show 
the  number  of  houses  which  have  received  attention. 

Housing  accommodation  was  found  to  be  limited,  and  over- 
crowding is  now  higher  than  ever. 

Provision,  Butchers’  Shops,  Fried  Fish  Shops,  and  Cafes. 

The  premises  that  come  under  the  above  heading  have  been 
regularly  visited,  and  the  foods  exposed  for  sale  were  inspected  and 
examined  in  order  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  human  consumption. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  take  informal  action  in  three  cases;  the 
defects  were  remedied  as  soon  as  they  were  pointed  out  to  each 
Occupier. 


Cinemas. 

No.  in  Area,  5.  Informal  Notice  with  regard  to  cleanliness  in 
two  Cinemas  was  necessary.  The  others  are  kept  scrupulously  clean. 
Repairs  to  the  Sanitary  Convenience  and  the  drains  in  one  instance 
required  attention. 


HOUSING. 

The  tabulated  figures  show  the  number  of  houses  dealt  with  : — 
Number  of  Dwelling-houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

By  the  Council  Nil 

By  private  enterprise  Nil 

The  following  statement  is  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Ministry  : — 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  foi 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
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86 

94 


Nil 

Nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
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habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  •••  bl 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^5 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1 936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  61 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  licensed  for  Evacuees  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  houses  under  Circular  2845  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re- 
medied   Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  II  and  13  of  the  Housine 

Act.  1936:  g 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 


II 


fj 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  - 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (i)  Num'oer  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  80 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  580 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  9 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds. 

Very  little  trouble  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  these 
types  of  buildings  erected  for  human  habitation.  The  only  trouble 
has  occurred  where  Gipsies  have  been  allowed  to  stay  on  private 
land. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  in  this  Area. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (now  Producers)  ...  18 

Number  of  Cowsheds  on  Register  73 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers  on  Register  ...  36 

With  few  exceptions,  the  Cowsheds  in  the  District  are  satis- 
factory. 
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Samples  of  milk  are  taken  for  bacterial  examination  and  results 
are  reported  to  the  Council.  Where  results  are  unsatisfactory, 
samples  are  taken  regularly  until  improvement  is  shown.  48  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  have  taken  over  the  working  of  the  above 
Act  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Former  have  called  tor  a 
survey  of  the  District  to  discover  the  degree  of  infestation. 

This  was  done  during  November,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
there  were  major  and  minor  types;  these  are ; being  dealt  with.  Mr 
Rees,  the  Rat  Catcher,  reports  that  he  has  laid  1 ,258  baits  during  t 

year. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Systematic  inspection  of  fresh  killed  meat  is  carried  out  at 
Brynmawr,  and  again  after  delivery  to  the  Butchers  Shops.  No  meat 
was  found  to  be  unfit. 


The  following  articles,  upon 
for  human  consumption  : — 

92  lbs.  Bacon. 

326]/2  lbs.  Cheese. 

168  lbs.  Corn  Flour. 

30'/2  lbs.  Tongue. 

80  lbs.  Sausage  Meal. 

513  Tins  Condensed  Milk. 
49  Tins  Beans. 

21  Tins  Sardines. 

618  lbs.  Wet  Fish. 

4 Tins  Plums. 

6 1/2  lbs.  Brisket  Beef. 

9 Tins  Carrots. 

3 Tins  Tomatoes. 

1 Z2  lbs.  Butter. 


inspection,  were  found  to  be  unfit 

10  lbs.  Ham. 

8 lbs.  Cereals. 

108  lbs.  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

13  lbs.  Chopped  Ham. 

1 7 Tins  Salmon. 

I 7 Tins  Corned  Beef. 

3 Tins  Peaches. 

24  lbs.  Sugar. 

5 Tins  Pilchards. 

25  lbs.  Jam. 

8 Tins  Soup. 

3 Tins  Pears. 

12  Jars  Lemon  Cheese. 


Shops  Act,  1912-1938. 

All  retail  shops  in  the  Council’s  Area  close  early,  and  there  are 
no  complaints  with  regard  to  young  people  working  excessive  hours. 

Owing  to  labour  difficulties,  a number  of  young  people  under 
sixteen  are  now  employed  and  the  regulations  in  respect  of  their  work 
are  carried  out  by  their  employees. 
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Bakehouses. 

All  are  visited  regularly.  They  are  of  good  construction  and 
whitewashed  at  regular  periods.  Care  and  cleanliness  is  observed 
at  all  these  premises. 


*1 


1.  JENKINS, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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